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5 million books 
 



 
 
 
 
Printed Material at  
Uppsala University Library 

   >5 000 000 books 

 
+ journals, magazines, manuscripts, letters, 
music scores, maps, broschures, pictures and 
much more… 

 
At 12 subject libraries and in-house and 
external repositories. 



550 000 e-books 



 25 000 e-journals 



300 databases 
 

 
 
 
(with articles, journals, books, patents, standards, theses, conference papers, facts, data, 
pictures, TV-programs…) 
 









 

”It’s best to know what you are looking for 
before you start looking for it” 

From Winnie the Pooh’s Little Book of Wisdom 



 
Problem formulation and search words 

“What is fuzzy thought will be fuzzy searched” 
 

• What is the problem formulation for your subject? 
• In what way could the problem be 

summarized into a question? 
• Break down your question – pick the key  

words/key concepts and combine them  
strategically 

• Try to find different ways to describe your  
question 



 
Problem formulation and search words 

environmental impact 
ecological impact 
environmental effects 
nature conservation 

wind power 
wind energy 
wind turbines 
wind farm 

Find synonyms, alternative concepts,  broader and 
narrower terms and also opposite concepts 

Use word books, handbooks , dictionaries, course books and the 
databases ’’thesaurus” to find good search words. Tips: Wikipedia!  















 
Problem formulation and search words 

environmental impact 
ecological impact 
environmental effects 
nature conservation 

wind power 
wind energy 
wind turbines 
wind farm 

Find synonyms, alternative concepts,  broader and 
narrower terms and also opposite concepts 

Use word books, handbooks , dictionaries, course books and the 
databases ’’thesaurus” to find good search words. Tips: Wikipedia!  



 
Search techniques 

 
• Truncation (stemming) 

– right hand: comput*  
– left hand: *electric 

• masking 
– wom?n, organi?ation  

• exact phrase searching 
– “user patterns” 



Boolean operators 
 
AND 

 
 
OR 

 
 
 
NOT 

(SAME, NEAR, NEAR4) 



Boolean operators with brackets 
 
A AND (B OR C) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
(A AND B) OR C 

     
 
        or use different search boxes   



Combine  synonyms/alternative concepts with OR 
 
”wind power” OR  ”wind energy” 

Combine different aspects with AND 
 
(”wind power” OR wind energy”)  AND 
 (”environmental impact ” OR ”ecological impact” OR…) 





The search process: 

Identify your 
information need 

Choose 
search 
tool/source 

Choose 
search 
words & 
formulate 
search 
queries  

Search result 

Critically 
evaluate 

Use 



















 
Longer loan period: Min 30 / Max 360 days for most books. 
 
Order books from the other subject libraries at Uppsala that are available (as 
well as queue for/recall books that are out on loan) and pick them up at your 
subject library. 
 
 
 

: 















 
Peer review 

• An article is sent to a scientific journal for 
publishing 

• Evaluated by the editor 
• Two or more researchers also review it  
• The way to guarantee the scientific quality 
• Look at academic quality, content, language, 

and if it suits the journal 
• The author probably has to revise the 

manuscript once or twice before it is accepted 









1 070 703 hits 

3 996 046 hits 

Does NOT work in this search tool 

113 068 hits 





















Exercise 1: 

at  www.ub.uu.se 



Searching for books 

• Uppsala University Library’s search system 

• Library catalogues  
Disa   Uppsala Uni  – Note!:  
           It only searches the title, subject words… 
           Only a smaller amount or our e-books – soon gone 
Libris The Swedish University and Research Libraries search 
          service 

• E-book collections/portals 

• Digital reference works and word books 

















1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 



Books: 
Scandinavia: Free 
Other countries: 200 Skr 



Copies of articles/ 
conference papers: 
 
Scandinavia and 
Germany: 80 Skr 
 
Other countries: 150 Skr 































Searching for books 

• Uppsala University Library’s search system 

• Library catalogues  
Disa   Uppsala Uni  – Note!:  
           It only searches the title, subject words… 
           Only a smaller amount or our e-books –  
           will be gone soon! 
Libris The Swedish University and Research Libraries search 
          service 

• E-book collections/portals 

• Digital reference works and word books 























Articles from scientific journals and 
conference papers: 

• You can e.g. find in Uppsala University 
Library’s search system: 
 
Limit to journal article and if you like to  
”Peer-review” 
Limit to conference paper 
 
 



Searching for articles:  

Reference databases  

• Bibliographic info, abstract, references   
   
• Fulltext link to the article  when the library subscribe 
  to the journal.  
 
• Scientific journal articles, conference papers, 
  reports, patents…from many different publishers 
  
• Multidisciplinary or subject specific databases 
 
• Good for retrospective searching, frequently updated 
 
 
  



Searching for articles –  

Reference databases  

• Many smart search functions, e.g. refine results 
 

• Very precise searches and search results (less noise) 
 
• Controlled keywords 
 
• Often links to cited, citing and related articles 
 

• Search history 
 
• Save searches and create email alerts or RSS  
  feeds - also citations alerts! 
 
• Export to reference management programmes 
 
 
 
  











Article databases:  
Reference databases: (with links to the full text when 

                                                                  UU has access) 

•  Scopus: (multidisciplinary) 
•  Web of Science Core Collection:  

(multidisciplinary) 
•  Inspec: (IT & Computer Science, physics, 

              engineering with an emphasis on e.g.  
              electrical engineering, systems control, 
              and applied mathematics) 
 
                       Live Demo of Inspec  
 
 
 







 Subject words 
 Every reference/record in a database is given subject  
 words/keywords to describe its content. Sometimes the 
 authors add the subject words 

Controlled keywords and thesaurus: 
 
Many databases use a controlled vocabulary. Indexers give every 
article in a database subject words (descriptors/controlled 
keywords) that they pick from the database’ list of controlled 
words a so called thesaurus. 
  
Advantage: The searcher does not need to take synonyms, and 
different expressions for the same concept, plural form/singular 
form etc into account. The controlled keyword captures them 
all. 
The Thesaurus is usually hierarchical 
 
 









































 
Use several ways of finding review 
articles in databases! 
 
Mark Review:  

 
 
 Search with words e.g.:  
 
review, survey, overview, summary, progress  
 
recent, modern, current, development (often find broader overviews) 
 
in the title- or title/abstract field. Combine the words above with OR 
 
Be critical – does the article really give an overview of what you are looking 
for?  
  



 
Review articles 

• Critical evaluations of other published 
studies about a topic 

• No original observation 
• A meta-analysis 
• Shows development within the subject area 
• The author decides what is included 
• Be aware that it is the author’s opinion 
• Good idea to find different review articles 
• Good way to get quick introduction and 

overview 
 



Ur: JISC Academic Database Assessment Tool: Number of  journal titles: Both active and inactive titles 

Try more than 
one database! 



 
Exercise 2: 

• Inspec 
• Web of Science Core Collection 
• Scopus 



 More reference databases : 
 

Medicine and biomedicine: 
*PubMed 
Forestry:  
*Agricola + SLU Library’s databases 
Geology:  
*GeoRef, GEOBASE 
Mathematics and computational science: 
*MathSciNet (mathematics) 
*Zentralblatt MATH 
Check relevant subject guides (some only in Swedish) and 
Databases A-Z (you can search by subject) 
 
 
 
 



Article databases:  
Publishers databases: 
 

Advantages: Fulltext databases: everything/most in fulltext. 
                       Fulltext search,  
                       Updated in real-time 
 

Disadvantages: Limited to one publisher, often fewer search 
                            functions 
Exemples: 
•  Science Direct (Elsevier): all subjects 
•   ACM Digital Library: Computer Science/Information 
                                                                           Technology 
•   IEEE Xplore: Engineering: Electrical Engineering and 
                            Computer Science 

Note! The reference databases cover all/a great number of a publishers articles. 













 
To find a specific article 

 (you already have the reference) 

• Search the title of the Article in the library’s  
search-system – Quick and easy 
 

• or in Google Scholar – Quick and easy 
 

• In a reference database – you get links from  
the article to the articles cited in the article  
in full text if available (sometimes also citing articles) 
 

• Search the title of the Journal in Journals A-Z… 
You get info if we have access and what years and  
you get both info if we have it in print and/or  
online. 
 



















Searching for articles – 
from newspapers, trade journals, popular 

science magazines 

• Uppsala University Library’s Search system – 
limit to newspaper article, magazine article, 
trade publication article  

• Article databases  
See the page ”Tidningsartiklar”under Articles in 
the subject guide. 





HOMESICK? 
Or maybe just interested in 
international news? 
 
Library Press Display gives 
you access to over 2 300 full 
text newspapers and 
magazines from over 100 
countries in 60 languages. 
 
Get the app or read online using your 
password A 





























Exercise 3: 
 
Try something else e.g.: 
 
*E.g. another reference database or publishers database for articles  
– See handouts 
 
*Google Scholar or ArXive.org 
 
*Libris or some e-book platform… 
 
*Patent or Standard database 
 
*DiVA or Swepub 
 
*Journal Citation Reports 
 
*or something else.     Use your subject guide if you like! 
 



Search tips & Reference 
Management 







































http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/ 









Read the library’s e-journals 
on your tablet or smartphone 
 
Create your own virtual 
bookshelf with your favorite 
journals. 



 
 
 





Support chat 





Book a librarian 







Research support 
 from Uppsala University Library 









REFERENCE MANAGEMENT  
- courses and support 





TAILOR-
MADE 
COURSES 















Announced at 
Info Angström 
E-mail ListServ  
and at LäsIT 



Welcome to the Ångström Library! 
Ångström Laboratory,  house 1, between houses 6 and 8, level 1, to: 

• Borrow your course books 
and other books 
  

• Read a journal 
 

• Use a reference work 
 

• Study in a peaceful 
environment 
 

• Have a break with e.g.  
a newspaper, popular 
science magazine or  
a quiz game 
 

• Pick from or bring a book to 
the book exchange shelves 
 

• Attend a lecture/workshop 
 

• Get help from the library 
staff!! 
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